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Compariſon, an Ode, 
From JUDGES, CA. 9. 

And Dedicated to the Rev. Johx HAMAN, 


Tune, Come on, 1 Partners in Diſtreſs, 5 


Awa KE! Saint JOHN, thy tt I hs, 
(Thou GREAT, 1MPoRTANT, little Thing)- 
That fain-would- be a Here 
From Nature drawn, this Po KT RAT T view, 
As ſuch conteſt, belongs to you, 

As formerly to NE Ro. 
(a) AntMELECH of GiDEON's Race, 
To ſuch a Lineage a Diſgrace ; 
© A Wretch ambinous, bold 
His enter prizing Genius free 
© To ev'ry Act of Cruelty 
| In Sacred Scripture told. 


» * (b) Ambitious Thoughts ir flame his Mind, 
«6 (c) With Force and Viol. nce deſign'd, 
| % To fit in Mos Es Sat. 
© With fawning Fraud he dupes the Cm. 
8 hey hail their Chief ! — Huzza 8 
"5 10} bs Buſineſs is complete. 


“His tyiant Throne is fixt in Blood | 
* Of BRETHREN SLAIN! — nor theſe withſtood, 8 
Or ever croſt his Plans. | 
(e) Vile to the laſt Extreme he grows, 
* And ſacrifices Friends and Foes | 
e o hls unjuſt Commands.” 


Who that bath Eyes to ſee ar ſees 

How this Comparifon agrees 
With our ASs15TANnmT here. 

: (f) What yet ren mins, his future Fate 
In this or in another State, 
| (8) He Juſtly has to fear. 


Dublia, July 6, 1778, 


(a) Jovons, Chap. ix. Verſe 1. (b) Verſe 3. 0 Verſe 5 
(d) Verſe 6. (e) Verſe 24. (f 0 Verſe 56, (g) Verſe 33. 
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"A 


VINDICATION 


or SOME 


CHARACTERS 


Lately aſperſed, in 5 


PAM FP: H L E T 


CALLED 15 


THE CASE STATED, 
5 AND 


ADDRESED To THE METHODIST 
SOCIETY IN DUBLIN. 


BT A SPECTATOR. 


We Javs mt belaved ourſelves difer r 3 ü 
1 81 — 1 . 


DUBLIN: 


5 PRINTED IN THE YEAR. auen. 
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A VINDICATION, &. 


Er love be without difimulation ; ab- 
hor that which is evil, cleave to that 
ch is good, is a divine command of e- 
qual obligation with any of the ten words, 
the latter clauſe comprehending, all the du- 
_ of the ſecond table. 
Diſſimulation is a vice of a nature ſo 
bat in its conſequences, putting men off 


their guard, and ſo ſubjecting them eaſy _ 


victims to reſentment and revenge, that 
thoſe who only name the name of Chriſt 


ſhould abhor it. The honourable and right 
baourable ſinners have transferred it to hy- 


pocrites and devotees, and of courſe this 
vice 1s out of faſhion, RR af among the. 
latter. 
BN - Toi injure a brother in his DD name, 
is, according to the wiſe man, a robbery of 
the worſt kind , a good name being pre- 
ferable to riches, or precious ointment. It 
being the quinteſſence of a man's property ; 
and labours. 
4. To thoſe who have ſuffered | in this 

caſe, (Which always implies an injured in- 
nocent) a friendly hand, held out to vindi- 
cate them, is an amiable copying of the 

Di vINRE Mixp, which is fully implied in 

the eighth commandment, * that you ſhall 
1 take care of, and protect your brother's 
— A 2 „ ee 


— — — — 
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property and good name.” 


entitled, The Cale Stated- 


a ſcene, re- 


| Plete with cruelty, diſſimulation, and wrong. 
6. To introduce this diſagreeable ſubject, 
it is not amiſs to quote a Preſident : of the 
many that offer, I ſhall chuſe but one, which 
by a compariſon will ſet theſe matters in a 


proper point of view. 


J. It is the caſe of honeſt Paul 5” Tarſus, 
a man by his own Confeſſion (which has ne- 
ver been contradicted) who lived in all good 
_. conſcience before God, &c. that is, he did 
not contend for honours ; he would not of- 
fend any for whom Chriſt died. 

unlike is this to ſome of his pretended SUC- 

ceſſors. 


8. His caſe was, as you may read i in Acts 


21. 22. and 23. Chapts. He profeſſed | 
2 „to belong to, and accordingly attended 

publick Worſhip in the Church at Jeruſa- 
lem; but the people being ſtirred up by 


Jews, which were of Afia, (men of ano- 


40 


ther nation) laid hands on the Apoſtle, 


* drew him out of the Temple, and forth- 
1 with the doors were ſhut,” '—Ver. 30. 
8 9. In ; 


As a theft 
of this kind 1s a poſitive breach of the ſaid 
command, 
| The intention of theſe lines is to wipe 
off that calumny and ſlander, lately thrown 
out on the characters of ſome members of 

the Methodiſt Society in this city, by ſome 
late tranſaQtions ; and alſo in a pamphlet, 


Ho- 
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9. In the 28th Verſe you find a reaſon Tk 


ven for this outrage, prior to the fact. T his, 
mob of vagabon Jews had more ſenſe and 
| honeſty than to proceed to caſt out a man, 
without firſt aſſigning a cauſe, why. 


10. As this bears a ſtrong likeneſs to ſome 


tranſactions lately done among us, it will 
be needful to compare them as we Fo along, 
and that Caſe of the two that 1s attended L 
with the moſt diſſimulation and fraud, is 
chargeable with the greateſt degree of blame 


2nd deteſtation. : 
11, The late Caſe is, that four men was 


So out of a Religious Society in this city, 


on Wedneſday Evening the 17th Inft. Sept. 


from connection and fellowſhip with their 


brethren, and no manner of reaſon aſſigned 


tor ſo doing. One of theſe men was treated 


with uncommon cruelty, proceeded by dif- | 
ſimulation, acted by a man who aſſumes the 
title of a meſſenger of God. It was thus: 

12. This man, Mr. G. G. was in friekd- 
ly connection with this Preacher; the lat- 
ter viſited at his houſe but one day, be- 

fore a publication (wrote by this Preach- 
er) appeared, in which Mr. G. G. was 
capitally abuſed ; and as if this was 
“ wanting in barbarity, this Preacher 


4 


read him Mr. G. G. out of the Society, 


in four days after.“ Compare this with 


the conduct of a Jew Mob, and pronounce 
1 pon. 7 that both were ſcenes of violence; 


— 


r —— — II 4. 


— I 
- 


— 


— — — ——— 


4 


EU > — — — — 


—— — 
— 2 — — 


ſee the conſequences, | 


C8 3 


1 the latter attended with diſfimulation, 


e 


both agreed to deny the innocent men, 
to defend themſelves; but the Jew Mob 
gave a reaſon for their proceedings. 


"00 Their preſent Brethren in Dublin will aſ- 
ON 


* bign. no reaſon at all. —They can give 


e none.“ 


48 Trom: a Genie of theſe two o Cales, 8 


it muſt neceſlarily follow, that a Tew Mob 


was ſuperior in religion and ſenſe, to theſe 


N enlightened Preachers of our days. 


14. We read in verſe 34, Some cried 


< one thing, ſome another, among the 


« Multitude.” Brethren, is not this the 


eaſe at this day? are you not miſled and 


deceiv'd by theſe men,“ Strangers of Aſia,” 


Do they not deceive by ſaying: this is our 

5 diſcipline? it was always ſo, the aſſiſtant is 

to do what he pleaſeth. — it fo; What? 
to ſtir up ſtrife and envy, wrath and devi- 

ſions, and to read out the firſt perſon of you 


that dare to oppoſe them; and ſet the Mul- 


titude © crying, ſome one thing, and ſome _ 


& another.” —If theſe are their good works, 
what muſt be their reward in Heaven 
15. Brethren, hear a few plain truths,— 


5 5 Theſe men came to this Society, confeſſedly 
bor the purpoſes of eſtabliſhing this cecono- = 
my, preparatory to changing the Society 

into an Independent Church: their deſign 


was detected, they grew MRO, os 


TH: 
16. I am ſorry to ſay, that a want 
of watchfulneſs in the people, is the cauſe 
of a great part of our preſent calamities ; 
it's proved thus. Theſe men were conſci- 


cous that they could not; they dare not go 


the lengths they have done, except they 
firſt ſecured the votes of many of the peo- 
ple. — This they have done by the groſſeſt 
daiſſimulation and deceit, by ſending agents 
through the Society to collect names to let- 
ters for the Prea---s to abide here, well 
knowing, that after they had ſign'd in their 
| favour, they could not, with any decency 
| oppoſe their future proceedings, had they 
read out theſe men they had fo baſely treat- 
cd, before they ſecured your names, they 
well knew you never would have ſign d. 


17. But what have they done? they "Cv 5 
i eſtabliſhed the worſt of precedents, that, in 


Aa future day may plerce them through, 8 


” They have given up all that authority they 


| had from Mr. W. into your hands, to re- 
ceive it humbly back from you again, Soit 


follows, that the ſame means they took to 


_ eftabliſh themſelves, can be uſed. to root 


them out of this city. 


18. The vindication of theſe " TER men be- 
ing the principal deſign, I ſhall preſume to 


ſay of every one of them, no more nor leſs 


than what has been there univerſally receiv- 
ed, and to this day their undeniable good 
characters, ve & That cach and every one 


e of 


—— 


1 
of them are good Huſbands, Fathers and 
Maſters, peaceable Citizens, uſeful and 
good Members of the Society, and ſincere 

“ Chriſtians,” Has this ever been contra- 
dicted 5 their Brethren or Neighbours? It 
has not. Will any man of honeſty or ſenſe 


cc 
be 
cc 


contradict it? Let them ſtand Dad own .- 


it. Will the Pamphlet Writer deny this; 
or, as an honeſt man ought to do, defend 
his e e He cannot. 
109. If the above plain aſſertion ſhould ap- 
pear inſufficient, let this be obſerved: That 
theſe men has been connected together in 
one Religious Society; three of them for 
near thirty years laſt paſt, and the youngeſt 
no leſs than twenty-five years uninterupted 


connection; that length of time implies all 


and every thing that could be ſaid good of 
them, conſidering that for the laſt 10 years, 

from the days of the ſenſible Mr. T. O.+eve- 

ry opportunity has been watched for by the 
Preachers, to root theſe men out of Societ! 


this! 18 a well-known truth. * Mr. G. G. 58 1 


twice | 


+ And let it be here vithrred; that the only high. 
offence given to Mr. T. O. was, refuſing him a Gin- 
ner when in town, which was tranſacted and done by 
one perſon now in favour with the Preachers. This | 
is not mentioned, but to that perſons honour—Mr, 
FT. O. had then property of his own, and was under 
- poſitive orders from Mr. W.. to quit chis city, but he 


= "would not. 


"Mir. . G. was ale ed by a Gentleman of he] Law, 5 
_ woule 1 © not do nei Juſtice, as the Pamphlet 


> riter 8 


79%). 


twice Seward; a Leader all the time, and 
Truſtee in every department; he was in fact 
quiet to a fault, if it could be ſo. Mr. W. 
H. a Leader for about 16 years paſt, and 


Truſtee. Mr. P. W. was Steward, Leader 


and Truſtee. Exodus 1 Chapter, 8 Verſe. 
„Now there aroſe up a new King over 
Egypt, which knew not e but fot 
e 
20. Theſe can truly fay with the Apoſtles : 
Theſſ. 3 Chapt. 7 and 8 Verſe, © We be- 
_* haved ſelves not diſorderly among 
you; neither did we eat any man's bread 
--6: For nought, but wrought with labour and 
travel, night and day, that boy might not 
-* be chargable to any of you.“ This was 
ſaid by an honeſt Preacher: can theſe con- 
tenders for honour adopt theſe Texts with _ 
a ſafe conſcience? See the 1 5th Verſe,- ; 
1 . yet count them not as enemies, but K 
4 niſh them as brethren.” Has any one of 
8 the Society done this ? They have not. 
21. There is now a reaſon aſſigned for this 
rending work, that as the Truſtees forſake, 
or are diſmiſſed from the Society, their pla- 
ces is to be filled up with men of more pli- 
ant diſpoſitions; vow a Jury wil reliſh this 
8 conduct, ume will 4c” This is quite 


plain 1 


1 Writer had fubjeRted himfelf.to an "Ain at Law; 5 
Mr. G. G. ſaid, would you have me fue 3 "Re. 


N theſe Men have no Habitation. 


* Jane 1775, a Suit commenced in ; this City, a 
| . . Church- - 


* 


tian liberty, and their people has acted as 


more The anſwer to the Caſe ſtated will 
not be paſſed by, as words of no meaning; 


themſelves. Mr. W. will not ſuffer his el- 


men not remarkable for their good doctrine . 


4.03; 

plain, that peace and the unity of the ſpirit 
dwelt among us, till theſe unhappy W 
came and ſowed tears among the wheat. © 

22. It ſhould be W 80 recommended e 
to the two Mr. C. 's, to perſevere, they 

have acted as men wor thy of enjoying chriſ- 


if they loved each other; a little time will 
ſettle the buſineſs, and theſe men will be no 


there are ſome who will dare to think for 


der children to be thus ſpit upon; if it muſt 
be fo, he has good reaſon to expect ſuch 
en from ſuch men himſelf. 
2 3. To conclude.—Let us obſerve, te 
two poor ſtrangers came to this city laſt 
year intruſted with the high ſounding 
title of the *Meſſengers of the Lord „which 
ſome of their brethren impudently aſſume; 


or good lives, (ſee their own note in the 
Caſe ſtated) what theſe good men came for 

was (by their own confeſſion) to enforce _ 
their diſcipline. And, What is that, tay. 


a Church- Warden againſt his 3 Miniſter. The 
former was charged by the Miniſter for embezzling . 

few Shilliags of Sacrament Poor Money. The Parſon 
Was caſt in 200l. Damages, and full Coſts, full 1 
-N mount ic being h ee 


n 
you! a To read out of the Society every one 
who dare to oppoſe the Preachers. That 
this has been done effectually; theſe good 
ſouls has acknowledged in print, as in the 
| caſe of the two C s, men confeſſedly 
good and uſeſul in the Society. But their 
_ goodneſs, uſefulneſs and long ſtanding in 
the Society cannot avail, © theſe dare to 
<. oppoſe the Preachers. „But obſerve 
what follows: Theſe men daring to oppoſe 
the Preachers, by a ſtrange mode of rea- 


ſoning, they of conſequence becomes © the 


moſt unchriſtian.” There's for you—-there 


is ratiotination with a vengeance. No doubt 5 


theſe men took their degrees in Brazen Noſe 


College, Oxford. O brethren, you that 


now ſo violently eſpouſe the unjuſt preten- 
ons of theſe men; look to yourſelves; do 
but conſider what you are doing, en- 
couraging men to iport with your own cha- 
rad ers as they pleaſe. Ye prudent and rich 

people in the Society, it will be your turn 


next, and how would you like it? But theſe _ 


pretended meſſengers go farther ſtill.— 
Was reading out of the ſociety confined to the 
guilt of oppoſing Preachers, (of either their 


1 3 doctrine ” * Or immoral lives, as is they confeſs 


„ 

| 8. B. in W lately at White-Friar, ſaid; 
that no perſon whatſoever, had a right to challenge 
their doctrines, be them what they may. So then, 
if an Arian or Calviniſt ſucceed this learned doctor e 
touch him if you dare? there is ſome truth 1 in this, 


zs an Arian very often mounts the 3 in Gravil- 


walk, and 1 is e made a Lr. 


K 


there is ſuch among them) then every man 


would know what he had to avoid; but it 
is not ſo; witneſs the four men lately read 
out of the Society; together with two Lea- 
ders and one Steward ſuperceeded. For 


| what?—There is no reaſon aſſigned. Not 
even oppoſing the Preachers. To ſtop here, 
would be to cover what is yet more audaci- 
ous than all the reſt; theſe men ſay they 
have Mr. W. authority for all their pro- 


ceedings, (they add the conference) This 
muſt be received as a baſe ſlander on the 


ſaid gentleman, which none that knows him 


- ought to believe. till he acknowledges it. 
Once more, let not any one ſuppole that 
de author of this paper, or the anſwer to 


the Caſe ſtated, 1s either aſhamed of or a- 


Preachers anonimous per ſons alſo —Who 
know them. Do you? 
N. B. This is Wrote without the Know- 
ledge or conſent of Mr. G. 6. Or his bre- 
ihren, or the two Mr. C—'s, 


e Sept. 24, 17 A SPECTATOR. ok. 


| 
| 


= When Mr. 0 250 a be others recover 
from the ſurpriſe given them, thele matters will. 


come to a ee Wearug. 


Is not theſe 


fraid to ſtand forth and avow them. N, 
he will let this fermentation ſubſide a little, 
and a tenderneſs to the people, with whom 
he hopes to live and die in peace, which pre- 
vents it. Can you object to a few friendly 
bints; all of them truth, becauſe they come 
from a perſon. unknown. 
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